Rocky Mountain Spanish Academy
Spanish Pronunciation Guide for English Speakers
Spanish is a phonetic language — words are pronounced exactly as they're spelled. Once you learn the sounds, you can read anything!
📌 The Golden Rules of Spanish Pronunciation
	✅
	Every letter is always pronounced the same way
Unlike English, Spanish has very few exceptions. Once you learn what each letter sounds like, you can pronounce any word correctly.



	✅
	Vowels are short and crisp
Spanish vowels never 'slide' the way English ones do. 'A' is always 'ah', never 'ay'. Practice keeping them short and pure.



	⚠️
	Silent letters? Almost none.
The only truly silent letter in Spanish is 'H'. Every other letter makes a sound. Exception: 'U' after Q (as in 'que') is silent.


🔤 The 5 Vowels — Master These First
	Letter
	How it sounds
	Example word
	Sounds like...

	A
	Like 'ah' (open mouth)
	Casa (house)
	"cah-sah"

	E
	Like 'eh' (short e)
	Mesa (table)
	"meh-sah"

	I
	Like 'ee'
	Libro (book)
	"lee-bro"

	O
	Like 'oh' (round lips)
	Toro (bull)
	"toh-ro"

	U
	Like 'oo'
	Luna (moon)
	"loo-nah"


🔡 Tricky Consonants for English Speakers
	Letter
	How it sounds
	Example word
	Sounds like...

	Ñ
	Like 'ny' — a unique Spanish letter
	Mañana (tomorrow)
	"mah-nyah-nah"

	RR
	Rolled/trilled r — tongue vibrates
	Perro (dog)
	"peh-rroh"

	R (single)
	Soft flap, like 'd' in 'ladder'
	Pero (but)
	"peh-doh"

	LL
	Like 'y' in most regions
	Llama (flame)
	"yah-mah"

	J
	Like a strong 'h' from the throat
	Jardín (garden)
	"har-deen"

	G (before e,i)
	Like the Spanish J
	Gente (people)
	"hen-teh"

	G (other)
	Like English 'g' in 'go'
	Gato (cat)
	"gah-toh"

	H
	Always silent!
	Hablar (to speak)
	"ah-blar"

	C (before e,i)
	Like 's' in Latin America / 'th' in Spain
	Cien (hundred)
	"syen" or "thyen"

	QU
	Like 'k' (U is silent)
	Queso (cheese)
	"keh-so"

	V
	Same as B in Spanish!
	Vino (wine)
	"bee-no"

	Z
	Like 's' in Latin America / 'th' in Spain
	Zapato (shoe)
	"sah-pah-to"

	X
	Usually 'ks', sometimes 'h'
	Taxi / México
	"tack-see / meh-hee-co"


🎯 Stress & Accent Rules
Spanish has simple, consistent rules for where to stress a word:

	Rule
	Example

	Words ending in a vowel, N, or S → stress the second-to-last syllable
	ca-SA, ha-BLAN, ca-SAS

	Words ending in any other consonant → stress the last syllable
	ha-BLAR, ciu-DAD

	Written accent (´) always overrides the rules
	café → ca-FÉ, fácil → FÁ-cil

	Question words always have an accent mark
	¿qué? ¿cómo? ¿dónde? ¿cuándo?


💡 Practice Tips
	🗣️
	Say it out loud — always
Reading silently won't build pronunciation. Speak every word out loud, even when studying alone.



	🎵
	Mimic native speakers
Listen to Spanish music, TV shows, or podcasts. Slow down a phrase and copy the exact sounds you hear.



	🪞
	Record yourself
Record yourself speaking and compare to native audio. Your ear will catch things your mouth misses.



	🔁
	Tongue twisters build fluency
Try: 'Tres tristes tigres tragaban trigo' (Three sad tigers swallowed wheat). Great for the tricky R sounds!



Practice pronunciation with real conversations. Download Flor's free book and book your first class at rockymountainspanishacademy.com
